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Early Childhood: Fire Safety

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

It’s Fire Safety Week at Roll-
ing Hills Preschool, a half-day 
preschool in the small subur-
ban town of Westview.  
Mrs. Grace Palmer, the head 
teacher for nearly 20 years, 
is supervising Angela Hodan, 
a student teacher from a uni-
versity in a neighboring city. 
Miss Angela begins today’s 
activities by explaining emer-
gency situations for dialing 
9-1-1 and having children 
practice how to dial 9-1-1 on 
pretend phones. She also has the children recite basic safety information, such as their first 
and last names, address, phone number, and parents’ names. The children trace the digits of 
their phone numbers on giant flashcards that Miss Angela prepared to help them recite the 
numbers, and then they color and decorate them.

“I’m going to pick pink first,” says Michala. “I’m trying to stay in the lines.”

“I like purple best,” says her best friend, Brianna. “You know, my dad’s a firefighter. He’s 
coming to visit our school tomorrow.”

As Miss Angela listens to the chatter and observes the coloring, she feels satisfied that 
things seem to be going smoothly.

On Tuesday morning, the preschool classroom is buzzing with excitement because the chil-
dren are expecting a visit from the Westview Volunteer Fire Department. After snack time, 
Miss Angela announces, “Boys and girls, please find a spot on the carpet. We’re going to 
read a story about fire safety while we wait for the firefighters to arrive.”

Brianna and her best friend, Michala, rush to sit on the letter M on the alphabet rug, the 
coveted spot opposite the teacher. The girls begin pushing and shoving as each tries to 
occupy the letter M space. “I was here first!” Michala shouts.

“No you weren’t!” Brianna responds.

“Well, M is for Michala, so I can sit here!” Michala yells, almost in tears.
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